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The Withdrawal of Students from Vancouver Secondary Schools

During the 1969-70 School Year

ABSTRACT

This study provides an analysis of data relating to the withdrawal of students from
Vancouver secondary schools during the 1969-70 school year and a comparison of
the findings with those of an earlier ""Pupil Withdrawal Survey' for the 1961-62
school year.

Information about each student was provided on cards (see Appendix) and the data
were compiled at the Computing Centre, Vancouver City College.

Findings:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)
(16)
(11)

(12)

The incidence of student withdrawals was slightly lower (4. 6%) in 1969-70
than it was in 1261-62 (5. 0%).

The range among schools of frequency of withdrawals in 1969-70 was
smaller (1.3 to 8. 0%) than it was in 1961-62 (0. 6 to 28. 8%).

A larger proportion of the withdrawals was on the Academic -Technical
Program than formerly.

The distribution of drop-outs by program was:

Academic-Technical Program 39.1% (17. 2% in the earlier survey)
Non-Academic Programs 57. 4% (74. 1% in the earlier survey)
Occupational Program "3.5% (6. 4% in the earlier survey)
Related to enrolments, the incidence of withdrawal was:
Academic-Technical Program 2. 7% (formerly 2%)
Non-Academic Programs 7. 9% (formerly 16%)
Occupational Program 8. 7% (formerly 14%)
Special Classes 6. 5% (formerly 10%)
Total 4. 6% (formerly 5%)

Financial need appeared to be a factor in a smaller proportion of
withdrawals than formerly,

The median . Q. (107. 0) was somewhat higher than that (100.4) in the
1961-62 survey. (City median in Grade IX: 107, 5).

Poor achievement appeared to be an increasingly significant characteristic
of students who withdrew from school; 57. 9% (compared with 40. 9% in the
earlier survey) were rated '"'D" or "E" in their school work.

The most frequently cited reason for leaving continued to be ''lack of
interest''.

Approximately one-half of the withdrawals (51. 5% in 1969-70; 49. 2% in
1961-62) were '""'seeking work' or had a '""job opportunity'’.

More students left to study elsewhere (291, 22.6%) than in 1961-62

(86, 6.9%).

Of those students who left school for financial reasons, a larger proportion

than formerly was on the Academic -Technical Program.

The largest numbers of withdrawals continued to occur in Grades 10, 11

and 12 but there was an increase in the proportion withdrawing from Grade 8.
More than half of the students who withdrew were 17 or 18 years of age.
(50. 2% in 1969-70; 58. 5% in 1961-62).

3
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(13) The median age of students who withdrew was 17 years, 2 months.
(14) A slightly larger proportion (34. 8%) was under 17 years of age
than in the previous survey (29%).

Discussion:

The problem of school withdrawals should be kept in perspective. While
"withdrawing' is a serious matter for those who choose to leave schocl, the
reader should recognize that it involves relatively few students. Less than

5% of the secondary school population withdrew from school during the 1969-70

school year.

Retention rates in Vancouver Secondary Schools have always been well abcve
average. Currently, the enrolment in grade twelve is more than 96% of the
corresponding enrolment in grade eight four years ago. (The Education
Division, Dominion Burecau of Statistics reports that during the 1969-70 school
year 13,262 students '"dropped out'" of secondary schools in British Cclumbia
and this figure represents 7.2% of the secondary school enrolment.)

Furthermore, withdrawals should not be regarded as essentially negative.
Approximately one -quarter of the withdrawing students left for a job opportunity
and almost as many more went to study elsewhere. Unfortunately, the data

do not indicate how many of the withdrawing students would attend night school
or subsequently re-enrol in a secondary school or college. Undoubtedly, for
some students there coimes a time when the decision to leave school is a con-
structive one.

3




.Report on the Withdrawal of Students from Vancouver Secondary Schools

During the 1969 -70 School Year

The number of students who withdrew from Vancouver Secondary Schools during
the 1969-70 school year was 1,291 which represented 4. 6% of the total enrolment.

(The corresponding figures for the 1961 -62 school year were 1,267 and 5. 0%).

The incidence of student withdrawals ranged from 1. 3% to 8. 0% of the school's

enrolment.

The number of withdrawals from each school is listed in Table I together with the
corresponding percentage of enrolment.

TABLE I: WITHDRAWALS FROM VANCOUVER SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING
THE 1969-70 SCHOOL YEAR

| i
: Secondary Schools J‘ Withdrawals % of School Enrolment
; 1 i 85 6.3%
2 35 2.0 -
3 ! 55 3.0
4 ' 72 3.9
5 93 5.3
6 105 4.7
7 148 7.7
8 35 7.1
9 , 134 8.0
10 15 1. 7
11 ; 53 4.7
12 ; 40 3.7
13 | 143 6.8
14 ] 71 3.4
15 i 81 4,2
16 25 1.4
17 3 1.3
18 88 5. 1
Totals 1,291% 4. 6%

’

Totals in other tables of this report may not agree because complete information
was not provided for all students. ' ‘
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The withdrawals from Grades 7-10, inclusive, are listed in Table II, by

programme, by sex, and by school.
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The distribution of withdrawals from Grades 7 to 10, inclusive, was

by programmes: and by sex:
Non-Academic Programmes 58% - Boys 57%
Academic -Technical Programme 36% Girls 43%
Occupational Programme 6%

It is noteworthy that while for the Academic-Technical programme a few more
girls than boys withdrew from school, there were on other programmes many
more boys than girls who withdrew from school. The boy/girl ratios among
withdrawals from different programmes were:

Academic-Techni.éal Programme:- 0.98
Non-academic Programmes 1. 55
Occupational Programme 1. 86

The withdrawals from Grades 11 and 12 are listed in Table III, by programme,
by sex, and by school.

The distribution of withdrawals from Grades 11 and 12 by programmes was:

Academic 236 (43%)
Commercial 139 (25%)
Industrial 89 (16%)
Non-academic 32 ( 6%)
Visual and Performing Arts 23 ( 4%)
Community Services 19 ( 4%)
Vocational 6 ( 1%)
Occupational 3 (€1%)

A somewhat greater number of boys than girls withdrew from Grades 11 and 12,
and the proportions varied markedly among the programmes.

If the data from Tables II and III were combined,the distribution would be

by programmes: and by sex:
Academic-Technical Programme 39.1% Boys 54, 7%
Non-Academic Programmes 57.4% Girls 45, 3%
Occupational Programme 3. 5%

Withdrawals related to enrolments on various programmes as follows:

Programme Enrol- With- 1969-70 1961-62

ment drawals Incidence Incidence
Academic-Technical Grades 8-12 17,673% 474 2. 7% 2%
Non-Academic Grades 8-12 8, 852% 695 7.9% 16%
Academic-Technical Gr. 11 and 12 6,668 236 3.5%
. Non-Academic (corhbined) Gr.11 & 12 3,340 308 9.2%
- Commercial Programme 1, 744 139 8. 0%
- Industrial Programme 992 89 9. 0%
- Community Services Programme 192 19 9.9%
- Visual and Performing Arts 237 23 9. 7%
Occupational Programme 497 43 8. 7%
Special Classes 323 21 6. 5%
) ' .
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The extent to which financial need was responsible for withdrawals is indicated
in Table IV,

TABLE IV: WITHDRAWALS FOR FINANCIAL REASONS FROM VANCOUVER
SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING THE 1969-70 SCHOOL YEAR
SHOWING THE EXTENT TO WHICH FINANCES WERE RESPONSIBLE
FOR WITHDRA WALS .

] Mainly Partly Not
Secondary Schools Responsible Responsible Responsible
1 13 2 70
2 - 1 34
3 2 4 49
4 6 7 58
5 7 6 80
6 5 5 95
7 27 19 92
8 4 - 31
9 3 6 124
10 - - 15
11 2 3 57
12 4 - 35
13 14 17 112
14 6 3 62
15 22 14 44
16 3 1 19
17 - - 3
18 2 6 79
Totals 120 94 1, 059
% of Withdrawals 9. 4% 7. 4% 83. 2%

Almost one -tenth of the students who withdrew, left school "mainly" for financial
reasons, and almost as many more indicated that financial need contributed to

the reason for leaving. A comparison with the earlier survey reveals that
financial need is now a factor in a smaller proportion of the withdrawals:

1969-70 1961-62
School Year School Year
Finances were rhainly,responsible for withdrawal 9..4% 7. 0%
- Finances were partly responsible for withdrawal ~ 7. 4% 24, 6%
Finances were not responsible for withdrawal 83.2% 68. 4%

14



Table V summarizes the distribution of mental ability as measured by the Otis
test in Grade 2 among students who withdrew from Vancouver Secondary Schools,
The distribution is generally "normal', though somewhat leptokurtic with a
marked clustering in the C categories, The median L. Q. for the group is 107
(more than 5 points higher than in the 1961-62 survey).

TABULE V: INTELLIGENCE DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS WHO WITHDREW
FROM VANCOUVER SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING THE 1969-70
SCHOOL YEAR

Letter Grade * Not
Secondary A B C+ C C- D E Known Total
Schools
1 - 4 8 21 19 15 14 82
2 2 3 7 6 4 4 - - 26
3 1 6 9 16 7 3 - 6 48
4 - 4 13 20 14 10 2 2 65
5 - 5 10 31 13 8 2 18 87
6 - 3 11 28 13 15 2 20 92
7 - 1 14 49 13 8 - 19 104
8 - 4 5 14 7 1 1 1 33
9 1 17 12 31 12 6 3 29 111
10 - 2 1 5 1 2 - z 13
11 5 13 12 9 10 6 - 1 56
12 3 10 6 5 2 4 - 2 32
13 - 11 17 54 27 8 1 16 134
14 - 4 2 12 14 8 1 7 48
15 - 5 12 18 23 9 6 4 77
16 - 6 6 5 5 - - 1 23
17 - - 2 - - - - 1 3
18 5 14 23 8 16 5 80
Totals 17 103 161 347 (192 {123 23 148 1,114
% of .
Withdrawals'l. 5% 9. 2% 14, 5%131. 1%417.2%111.0% 2. 1%]| 13.3%

* Letter Grade Equivalents Corresponding to Ranges of I.Q. on the Otis Quick-
Scoring Gamma Test of Mental Ability, Grade 9, Vancouver Secondary Schools,
1959-1968 (N=47, 843).

A 127 or higher
B 116 - 126
C+ 111 - 115
C 105 - 110
C- 100 - 104
D 89 - 99

E 88 or lower




Table VI presents the scholarship ratings of students who withdrew from
Vancouver Secondary Schools, More than 19% of the group had '""E'" standing
and another 38% were rated ''D",

TABLE VI: SCHOLARSHIP RATING OF STUDENTS WHO WITHDREW FROM
VANCOUVER SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING THE 1969-70
SCHCOL YEAR

Lettg_Grade
Secondary A B C D E Not Total
Schools Known
] - 1 13 33 21 12 80
2 - 4 12 8 4 - 28
3 1 4 13 18 3 b 45
4 - 3 34 17 8 5 67
5 - 3 26 22 19 17 87
A ] 1 34 35 8 16 95
7 - 1 30 39 15 19 104
8 - 1 9 8 11 2 31
9 ] 6 35 34 16 25 118
10 - - 3 4 4 2 13
11 - 2 16 25 15 1 59
12 - 3 16 13 - 1 33
13 - 7 51 51 15 14 138
14 - - 16 11 14 4 45
15 - 2 26 25 9 8 70
16 - 1 8 5 11 - 25
17 - - - 1 1 1 3
18 ] 2 27 31 16 5 82
Totals 4 41 370 380 | 190 138 1,123
% of 985 with-
drawals of known
scholarship ratingl. 4% 4.2% B7.6% [38.6%]19.3%

Failure in achievement appears to be an increasingly significant characteristic
of students who withdrew from school as indicated in the comparison below:

Withdrawals Withdrawals

Normal 1961-62 1969-70
5% 0. 5% : _ 0.4%
20% 1. 7% 4. 2%
15 6.7
zo} 50% 25, 7} 56. 6% } 37. 6%
157 24.2
20% . 27.3% 38, 6%

5% '1'5'{- 13.9% - 19.3%
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""needs money"'
""violated rules"
'""lacks ability"'
""poor health"

(9. 2%)
(3. 6%)
(3. 2%)
(2. 7%)

The reasons that students gave for leaving are categorized in Table VIL
frequently cited reason was ''lack of interest' (38, 5%).

The most
Other reasons given were:

TABLE VI: REASON FOR LEAVING OF STUDENTS WHO WITHDREW FROM VANCOUVER
SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING THE 1969-70 SCHOUL, YEAR
Secondary Needs | Lacks | Lacks DPoor |Violated — |
Schools Money |JAbility | Interest |Health Rules Drugs JAlcohol ] Other | Total

1 12 6 40 - - - - 24 82

2 - 1 15 1 - - 1 16 34

3 2 - 16 - 1 - - 33 52

4 6 4 21 - 2 1 - 34 68

5 4 3 28 4 8 - - 31 78

6 5 5 33 1 6 - - 53 [ 103

7 26 2. | 48 4 3 1 - 47 | 131

8 3 1 17 1 - - - 8 30

9 3 2 37 5 1 1 - 77 126

10 - - 3 1 2 - - 8 14

11 1 - 28 4 1 - - 14 48

12 3 - 17 1 1 - - 14 36

13 13 4 43 2 9 - - 68 139

14 6 4 29 2 2 - - 26 69

15 22 2 42 - 2 - - 10 78

16 3 1 6 1 3 - - 8 22

17 - - 2 - - - - - 2

18 1 3 33. 5 2 - - 35 79
Totals 110 38 | 458 32 43 3 1 |s06 h0

,H% of withdrawals

T g&v_-‘.v: TSN
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The placements of students who withdrew from Vancouver Secondary Schools

are summarized in Table VIIL, '"Job Opportunities' or '"Seeking Work'" accounted
for 51. 1% of all withdrawals (compared with 49, 2% in the earlier survey), The -
next frequent placement was ''to study elsewhere''; the proportion (22, 6%) was
larger than it was eight years earlier (6, 9%).

TABLE VIII: PLACEMENTS OF STUDENTS WHO WITHDREW FROM VANCOUVER
SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING THE 1969-70 SCHOOL YEAR

0
)
3
+)
v &
[}
3 s A
g o —
3 > o H
v = g 0 A
n v 3 o 0 H o
— ) = M o
S o o v o = g o
> I O o O 0 W =
Secondary g P E h 3 o . g 8
=
Schools A p3 < §) - & < (o) 3
1 5 2 1 - 37 27 7 6 85
2 19 - 1 - 5 6 2 2 35
3 20 - - - 10 15 4 6 55
4 21 1 2 1 21 20 2 4 72
5 21 1 1 - 20 16 17 17 93
6 27 3 2 1 22 23 5 22 105
7 28 5 - 3 38 47 7 18 14€
8 3 - - - 5 12 4 11 35
9 37 1 2 - 17 39 9 29 134
10 3 - 1 - 2 2 1 6 15
n | s | 2| - 1 17| 17| 8| 10 63
12 14 1 - - 9 7 3 6 40
13 47 1 - 3 30 39 14 9 143
14 6 - - 2 13 23 25 2 71
15 6 2 - 33 27 9 3 81
16 1 - - - 10 3 6 5 25
17 |- | -] - -1 1 -1 1 3
18 25 - - - 18 27 9 9 88
Totals 291 19 11 11 308 351 132 | 166 1, 289
P of Withi
drawals - IZZ. 6%1.5% | .9% <9% [ 239%] 27.2% |102% |12. 9‘7ﬂ
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from Grades 11 and 12.

23. 3% of the total group.
who left school for financial reasons were enrolled on the Academic Programme).

The grade-placements of students who, for financial reasons, withdrew from
Vancouver Secondary Schools are listed in Table IX. The largest numbers left
Twenty-eight of the students who left for financial
reasons were on the Academic-Technical Programme,

This number represents

(In the 1961-62 survey, approximately 19% of those

TABLE IX: GRADE PLACEMENTS OF STUDENTS WHO FOR FINANCIAL REASONS,

WITHDREW FROM VANCOUVER SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING
THE 1969-70 SCHOOL YEAR

Academic-
Secondary |Gr.8|Gr.9|Gr.10| Gr. 11} Gr. 12 |Occupational|Sp. Cl] Totals | Technical
Schools Programme

1 - - 8 3 2 - - 13 2

2 - - - - - - - - -

3 - - - 1 - 1 - 2 -

4 - 1 2 2 1 - - 6 1

5 - 2 2 1 2 - - 7 1

6 - 2 - 2 1 - - 5 -

7 - 4 1 8 4 10 - 27 7

8 - 1 - 1 2 - - 4 2

9 - - 1 - 1 1 - 3 1

10 - - - - - - - - -
11 - - 1 - 1 - - 2 2
12 - - - 2 2 - - 4 2
13 - 4 2 - - 14 -
14 - - 2 1 3 - 6 2
15 - 1 - 12 9 - - 22 5
16 1 - 1 1 - - - 3 2
17 - - - - - - - - -
18 - - - 2 - - - 2 1

T otals 1 15 20 36 28 15 5 120 28

[’/oage of Total|.8% f12.5%|16.7% [30.0% P3,3% 12, 5% 4,2% J100.0%{ 23.3%

19
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The grade-placements of all students who withdrew from Vancouver Secondary

Schools appear in Table X and are represented graphically in Figure 1.
largest proportions withdrew from Grades 10, 11 and 12 (67. 1% compared with

71.9% in the earlier survey).

"New Canadians''.

The

There were ggwithdrawals from classes for

TABLE X: GRADE PLACEMENTS OF STUDENTS WHO WITHDREW FROM

VANCOUVER SECONDARY SCHOOLS DURING THE 1969-70 SCHOOL YEAR

Secondary 7 8 T 9GradleO 11 12 pgt‘;zi;l Specieal Cal:aecr;an Totals
Schools ' A
1 - | 8 |23 26 | 13 1 2 - 85
2 - |s 4 4 11 | 1 - - - 35
3 - |3 |5 |18 18 | 9 - 2 - 55
4 - |13 | |22 12 | 19 - - - 72
5 - |1 |14 |25 19 | 23 2 - - 93
6 - l2a |25 |16 21 |18 - 1 - 105
7 - |13 |18 |25 39 | 36 17 - - 148
8 - | - 7 In 6 | 11 - - - 35
9 2 {12 |17 |39 29 | 25 9 1 - 134
10 - 2 3 2 3 5 - - - 15
11 - | 8 5 |15 16 | 18 - 1 - 63
12 - |2 5 7 11 |15 - - - 40
13 5 |27 |35 |20 18 | 17 10 11 - 143
14 |6 |10 |28 10 |13 4 - - 71
15 -2 {13 |14 |30 |22 - - - 81
16 - la |4 |3 6 | 8 - - . 25
17 - | - - 1 1 1 - - - 3
18 - 16 J15s |e4 20 |10 - 3 - 88
Totals 7 49 o4 |[297 [p96 f274 | 43 21 - pen
% of With= L6 f11.6 | 15.8]23.0 | 22.9] 21. 3.3 1.6 fh00. 0%
drawals . &QL
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The data of Table X may be compared with those of the earlier survey:

1969-70 1961-62

Withdrawals from Grade 7 , 0.6% - 1. 5%
Grade 8 - 11.6% 6.4%
Grade 9 +15.8% 17.3%
Grade 10 23.0% 24. 1%
Grade 11 22.9% 24.4%
Grade 12 21.2% 23.1%
Grade 13 * 0.9%
Special Classes 1. 6% 2.3
Occupational Classes 3.3% %

* (There was no '"Occupational Programme in 1‘961-62 and no '""Grade XIII" in
Secondary Schools in 1969-70).

Figure l1: Grade Placement of Students Who Withdrew from Vancouver Secondary
Schools During the 1969-70 School Year
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The ages of students who withdrew from Vancouver Secondary Schools are
listed in Table XI and they are represented. graphlcally in Figure 2, The median
age was 17 years, 2 months,

Figure 2: Ages of Students Who Withdrew From Vancouver Secondary Schools
During the 1969-70 School Year
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APPENDIX

TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNSELLOR AND RETURNED TO ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT WITH
THE NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL, REQUEST FOR CROSS-BOUNDARY TRANSFER OR CANCEL LATION

DATE

b e oty o et e S PV T s e T 12 8t e e b AT TR PR ERSY 8 P IARS  S  (ay me bepagnn b <) TR ETER T e T e S

STUDENT NO, l CHECK SEX OF PARENT IF

@ PRESENT

M) ¢

PROGRAM SINGLE PARENT FAMILY

STUDENT'S STUDENT'S

SURNAME GIVEN NAME SEX
STUDENT'S

ADDRESS ' PHONE SCHOOL

ACHIEVEMENT R B CD D E * ( * NOT KNOWN )
CITIZENSHIP ] SUPERIOR yJ AVERAGE 3 POOR *

SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE A B c+LJ¢C ¢ o] O «Od

STUDENT REFERRED TO V[_] FAMILY PHYSICIAN, SPECIFY

2 ___J SPECIAL COUNSELL OR 3 SCHOOL CONFERENCE 4§ MENTAL HYGIENE CLINIC

5 PSYCHIATRIST 6 AGENCIES, SPECIFY

GUIDANCE PROCEDURES FOL L OWED

COUNSELLOR'S SIGNATURE

DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH AND SPECIAL SERVICES

THIS SIDE TO BE FILLED IN ONLY WHEN THE STUDENT IS L EAVING THE VANCOUVER
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

E DA TE

STUDENT NO,.

STUDENT WITHDREW

| TO STUDY EL SEWHERE 2 TO MARRIAGE

3| ] TO ARMED SERVICES 4 TO CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTE
5 TO JOB/ CAREER _ 6 TO SEEK WORK
71 | AT HOME ar_ TO OTHER
REASONS FOR LEAVING, ENTER"M" FORMAIN & "C" FOR CONTRIBUTING REASONS
| DESIRE/NEEDS MONEY 2 LACKS ABILITY/ACHIEVEMENT
3 LACK OF INTEREST 4 POOR HEAL TH
5[ | VIOLATED SCHOOL RULES | BE DRUGS
7| |aLconoL 8 OTHER

D L e N R Y

17
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NOTICE OF WITHDRA WAL OR REQUEST FOR CROSS-BOUNDARY TRANSFER

TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENT &

RETURNED TO Tt

{E SCHOOL

1

STUDENT NO,

APPLICATION DATE:

STUDENT'S PHONE NO:

18

STUDENT'S I STUDENT'S - I l I SEX
SURNAME GIVEN NAME
STUDENT'S
ADDRESS L ‘
PARENT'S
NAME ADDRESS
SCHOOL RESIDENT IN
ATTENDING DISTRICT
SCHOOL SCHOOL
REQUESTED PLACED
DAY MO. YR,
NEW GRADE

PRESENT GRADE

REASON FOR APPLICATION:

SUBJECT TO CONFIRMA TION

BIRTHDA TE!

PARENT'S SIGNA TURE

TO BE COMPLETED BY PRINCIPAL & FORWARDED TO THE ASSISTANT
SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE, VANCOUVER SCHOOL BOARD

STUDENT NO,

A

REQUESTING [ ] WITHDRAWAL

2

CROSS-BOUNDARY TRANSFER

CANCEL LATION OF PERMIT

3

REASON l

TAKING SPECIAL COURSES, SPECIFY

PERSONAL ADJUSTMENT

3 MEDICAL

4 POORATTENDANCE

UNSATISFACTORY BEHA VIOUR
ORATTITUDE

COMMENTS/REGOMMENDA TIONS :-

25

INITIATED BY

O W -u3 N

APPLICATION DATEI I I I I I I

EFFECTIVE DATE

1[JscrooL

2 PARENT

3 OTHER

WORK

OTHER
ALCOHOL

DRUGS

PRINCIPAL'S SIGNATURE

¥3)




